Frequently Asked Questions

About

“Mission On the Move”
Why is the New Jersey Synod having a capital campaign?

The New Jersey Synod is undergoing a transformation that will bring a heightened missional fervor to the people in our congregations.  It is essential that we continue to develop strategic plans to meet the challenges of the church in the 21st century and to provide generous resources to expand and sustain God’s work on the territory of the New Jersey Synod.  

What are the goals of the campaign?

“Mission on the Move” will seek to gather a minimum of $2.7 million to satisfy specific mission opportunities throughout the New Jersey Synod.  $1.6 million will be raised for two new mission congregation starts, $700,000 will expand the Fund for Mission endowment to support existing congregations in times of transition, and over 10% of our gathered resources will be returned to local congregations to foster the development of witness and outreach ministries.

How does Mission on the Move assist in fulfilling our partnership and accountability among the ELCA, Synod, and congregations?

Mission partnerships in this church are developed and expressed through the active participation of the churchwide expression of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, the New Jersey Synod, and local congregations.  Financial support for strategic ventures is also shared.  This mission capital appeal provides resources to engage and sustain these healthy partnerships.

Do you have any commitments in hand at this time?

Yes!  $160,000 from the estate of Carl Thompson has been designated by the Synod Council to initialize the “Mission on the Move” appeal.  

Will every congregation in the New Jersey Synod participate in this appeal?

Each congregation of this synod, no matter how challenged locally, will be expected to participate in this united venture.  God calls the church to account for the making of disciples and the proclamation of the Gospel.  Together we are called to develop and support this ministry.

How will congregational appeal goals be established?

As a general rule, challenge goals for congregations will be established based on congregational size and resources.  The “Mission on the Move” Team, and other Synod leaders will consult with each congregation to set goals.  No ceiling for challenge goals will be set.

When will congregations conduct individual mission appeal campaigns?

Mission interpretation will be the primary focus in the time between the 2007 and 2008 Synod Assemblies.  However, the Mission Appeal Team will begin cultivating lead gifts early in the 2008 calendar year.  All congregations will be invited to set goals and commitments prior to the 2009 Assembly.

How can I stay informed about the campaign?

Resources and updated information will be available to our congregations and members through periodic mailings and through the New Jersey Synod web site at www.njsynod.org
What is the length of the pledge period?

With the support of all congregations, we project a three year response period concluding in December of 2011.

What kind of help will our congregation receive from the Mission On the Move Campaign team?

The Synod Mission Appeal Team will provide resources and limited coaching resources to each congregation to assist in interpreting the mission challenges for the church and to work with parish leaders to develop materials and plans for congregational participation in the mission capital appeal.

Do our regular mission support contributions count toward the campaign?

No. A gift to the “Mission on the Move” capital campaign is a special, additional gift to the New Jersey Synod.  Your regular Mission Support contributions support the annual operations and mission work of the New Jersey Synod and the ELCA.  We ask that all congregations continue their regular mission support at present and increased levels in the years ahead.  A gift to “Mission on the Move” is a separate and valued contribution to the mission of this church.

How will the campaign increase the New Jersey Synod’s capacity to witness to Jesus Christ?

The largest part of this endeavor will generate resources to purchase land or to initiate building programs for two new mission congregations.  The New Jersey Synod Discipling Team and the Outreach Team are preparing to assist congregations in the development of innovative witness ministries which will be funded through the resources of the capital appeal.

Why will we develop new congregations when some of our present congregations are struggling for survival?

Changing populations, community development and expanding neighborhoods create ongoing mission opportunities.  God calls us to witness to all whom are placed near our door.  The appeal seeks to support three areas of witness including new congregations, transitional congregations and established parishes.

Why will a portion of the resources from the appeal be allocated for return to the congregation?

“Mission on the Move” calls every expression of the church to accountability for our witness and ministry.  The partnership reinforces the missionary orientation of every congregation and asks for intentional planning and action to live into that expectation.

Will there be provision for special giving opportunities?

Gifts of cash, stock, planned gifts, and bequests will be accepted.  Matching gift opportunities through corporate sources can be explored through individual and congregational initiative. 

As a long and faithful member of this church, I contribute to its faithful witness every day. Why should I also contribute to this campaign?

The church is our present and our future.  Your gifts will help support your neighbors and your community by building on the foundation of strong congregational ministry.  Your support of this appeal will create a promising future for our church.  You faithfully work in the congregation every day, and know better than anyone how well your gifts can be put to use across the territory of the Synod.

If someone has more questions about “Mission on the Move”, who should they contact?

Questions about “Mission on the Move” should be directed to:

Rev. Scott Schantzenbach

Assistant to the Bishop, Mission Appeal Team Convener

New Jersey Synod, ELCA
14 Spring Meadow

Oxford, NJ 07863

sschantzenbach@njsynod.org


908-435-3514
