March 13, 2008

TO: Pastors, Associates in Ministry, Diaconal Ministers, Chief Lay Officers

FR: Bishop Roy Riley

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Today, a first draft of the ELCA Social Statement on Human Sexuality was released. I have enclosed a copy of the press release that carries my initial response. The document released is a draft. Over the next eight months, we will have opportunity to offer responses to the task force, before their writing of a proposed statement in early 2009. I encourage you to engage in those opportunities.

Some, I know, have been concerned about the just-before-Holy-Week timing of this release. The primary reason is that the first ELCA synod assemblies are in early April and those are important times for hearings and discussion. The calendar is what it is this year – early! Our Synod will have over two months after Easter for conversation prior to Assembly (June 5-7).

MINISTERIUM DAY, APRIL 9

With this mailing I am also enclosing for rostered leaders information on Ministerium Day April 9 with Dr. Mark Allan Powell. Please register and plan to be there!

The holy days ahead are born into this world. That means that the passion, death and resurrection of Jesus will be centered, as always, in our reality. Part of our reality is life seemingly overmatched by other powers. We have seen even this week what the power of human sexuality can do. We live with the power of fear – from terrorism to economy. We are burdened by the power of guilt over the world of those less fortunate and those nearer, whom we have failed in our relationships. And then there is the power of death that wants to strangle the hope and joy and peace out of every life. 

Into this, our reality, comes a holy Word of grace and mercy and life. God’s Word comes with power to set us free from every fear and with power to give us life in hope, joy and peace. I am remembering today those among us for whom this Word of Life will be its deepest grace on Easter Day - those who have walked most recently and personally in the valley of the shadow of death. May the Spirit of Christ fill us with all joy and hope in believing!   

(over)
Rostered leaders and Synod staff who have lost loved ones since last Easter:
The Rev. Dennis & Carol Olson (her father)
Jason & Krista Reed (her grandmother)

The Rev. Louisa Groce (her sister)

The Rev. Sara Olson Smith and The Rev. Clark Olson-Smith (her grandfather)

Family of the Rev. Robert Cholke

Family of the Rev. Richard Creadick

The Rev. Glen Englehardt (his mother)

The Rev. George Garver (spouse Grace)
Family of the Rev. Beverly Harding

The Rev. John Holiday and the Rev. Lisa Holliday (his father)

The Rev. Andrew & Amy Engelhart (her father)

The Rev. Mark & Bonnie Summer (his father)

Family of the Rev. Gordon Odmark

The Rev. Christine Bridge (her mother)

Family of the Rev. Robert Sheets

The Rev. Donald & Vicki Moeser (her father)
The Rev. Penelope Stechmann & Anthony Pusateri (her mother)

The Rev. Jennifer Sweitzer (her father)

Ignaki and Caroline Unzaga (her grandmother)

The Rev. Karol VanWulfen & Matthew Matejko (her grandfather)

The Rev. Tom & Jean Weber (his mother)

The Rev. Robert Wilson (spouse Katherine)

Family of the Rev. Gus Wuestefeld

