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What is the Anti-Poverty Network?

(

The Anti-Poverty Network (APN) is an information-
oriented forum open to all concerned with ending or eliminating
poverty. APN includes grass-roots & advocacy organizations, faith
-based groups, people living in poverty, labor unions, & others. It
provides an opportunity for people to meet regularly to share spe-
cific, up-to-date reports about poverty and about actions and devel-
opments that will impact low income people. Participants are en-
couraged to present issues and proposals that they would like other
groups to critique, endorse or consider for joint action. In addition,
APN has itself, through discussion and collaboration, undertaken
efforts and developed proposals which represent the consensus of
participants.

The December 2009 Conierence:

TOO}@ IMPORTANT TO FAIL: Economic Recovery for all!

The current economic crisis has had serious impact on the lowest
income people in NJ. Even as signs of recovery begin to emerge,
troubling trends in unemployment and deepening poverty remain
evident. If there are portions of the private sector judged to be
"too big to fail", then we need to make sure efforts to end poverty
are understood as too IMPORTANT to fail. We must address the
life and death issues faced by those who are poor in NJ.

For 10 years the Anti-Poverty Network has been engaged with
state government to improve services to low income people.
We’ve been leaders in calling for policies and programs that not
only address people's needs, but also actually lift them out of pov-
erty. Recognizing the seriousness of the challenges still ahead, we
will honor leaders in government who have shown commitment
and creativity in breaking cycles of poverty. Building on our his-
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