How to End Christian Nationalism —
Discussion Questions for the August 21 Conversation

Chapter 5

Take on Christian Nationalism Close to Home

Ephesians 4: 11-16

He gave some apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and some teachers.
His purpose was to equip God’s people for the work of serving and building up the body of
Christ until all reach the unity of faith and knowledge of God’s son. God’s goal is for us to
become mature adults — to be fully grown, measured by the standard of the fullness of Christ.
As a result, we aren’t supposed to be infants any longer who can be tossed and blown around
by every wind that comes from teaching with deceitful scheming and the tricks people play to
deliberately mislead others. Instead, by speaking the truth with love, let’s grow in every way into
Christ, who is the head. The whole body grows from him, as it is joined and held together by all
the supporting ligaments. The body makes itself grow in that it builds itself up with love as each
one does its part.

1. The author references the ReAwaken America tour in both chapters three and five
of the book. What was your reaction to the description of those events, especially how
the sacred ritual of baptism was co-opted for a political and ideological cause?

2. Dr. Jill Lepore writes that “Patriotism is animated by love, Nationalism by hatred.
To confuse the one for the other is to pretend that hate is love and fear is courage.”

How would you differentiate between patriotism and nationalism? What are the dangers
when patriotism bleeds into nationalism.

3. How can having an American flag in the church sanctuary be problematic? How
has your faith community dealt with this dilemma?

4, “Christian clergy and other leaders, especially those with access to a pulpit, have
a particular role to play in taking on Christian nationalism in the church.”

If you agree with this statement, what role can clergy play? What are the risks in doing
so and how might they be navigated?

Chapter 6

Organize for Change

Corinthians 12: 12-27



Christ is just like the human body — a body is a unit and has many parts; and all the parts of the
body are one body, even though there are many. We were all baptized by the Spirit into one
body, whether Jew or Greek, or slave or free, and were all given one Spirit to drink...If one part
suffers, all the parts suffer with it; if one part gets the glory, all parts celebrate with it. You are
the body of Christ and parts of each other.

1. “Ending Christian nationalism requires that collaborative work be done from the
ground up.”

Given that the “church” is a body of many parts, what role can it play in community
organizing? Can you think of instances in our nations history when churches have
organized around some issues related to justice?

2. “We are all impacted by Christian nationalism, but the impacts are not all the
same. People of color, people who are not Christian, LGBTQIA+ people, and people
who belong to more than one of those identity groups are those most endangered by
Christian nationalism.”

Can you give some examples of those who have suffered due to the impact of Christian
nationalism?

3. The author states her belief that “white” Christians bear the most responsibility in
working to end it because we have benefited the most from it and done the most to
perpetuate it.”

Do you agree or disagree? Why or why not?

Chapter 7
Protect Religious Freedom in Public Schools
2 Timothy 2:14-17

But you must continue with the things that you have learned and found convincing. You know
who taught you. Since childhood you have known the holy scriptures that help you to be wise in
a way that leads to salvation through faith that is in Christ Jesus. Every scripture is inspired by



God and is useful for teaching, for showing mistakes, for correcting, and for training character,
so that the person who belongs to God can be equipped to do everything that is good.

1. Texas Representative James Talarico stated, during a debate about displaying a
copy of the Ten Commandments in classrooms, “My concern is instead of bringing a bill
that will feed the hungry, clothe the naked, heal the sick, we’re instead mandating that
people put up a poster. And we both follow a teacher, a rabbi who said, ‘Don’t let the law
get in the way of loving your neighbor.” Loving your neighbor is the most important law.

It is the summation of all the law and all the prophets.”

How is the Christian nationalist agenda contrary to Jesus’s words? Do you agree with
him that mandating the display of the Ten Commandments in every public-school
classroom is offensive to your faith as a Christian?

2. What is the difference between teaching religion and teaching about religion?
What are your thoughts about putting chaplains in public schools? How are public
school librarians being impacted by the demands of Christian nationalism?

3. “Christian nationalism replaces the goal of respect across differences with other
goals. The goal is dominance. The goal is privilege. The goal is putting Christianity at
the top and teaching students of other traditions and no traditions that they have
second-class status in society.”

Do you think that statement is true or an exaggeration? If you agree that it's not the
government’s job to teach religion or religious texts, how might we advocate for that at
the local level?

Chapter 8

Take Your Place in The Public Square

Luke 4;16-20

Jesus went to Nazareth, where he had been raised. On the Sabbath he went to the synagogue
as he normally did and stood up to read. The synagogue assistant gave him the scroll for the
prophet Isaiah. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: “The spirit of
the Lord is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me. He has sent me to preach good news
to the poor, to proclaim release to the prisoners and recovery of sight to the blind, to liberate the
oppressed, and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” He rolled up the scroll, gave it back to
the synagogue assistant, and sat down. Every eye in the synagogue was on him.



1. “Religious freedom in this country means we are free to bring our whole selves,
including our religious identities, into public life, whether that be as concerned citizens or
office holders. How we do that, however, is an inquiry worthy of our sustained attention.”

What are your thoughts about Speaker Johnson’s comments that “God is the one that
raises up those in authority” and “God has ordained” every member of congress,
suggesting that the U.S. House of Representatives is a religious body, not a secular
one?

2. “As Christians engaging in the public square, we should always remember to
ground our advocacy in the teaching of Jesus and specifically his teaching to remember
that we owe different allegiances to God and to Caesar.”

What are some of the problems associated with not enforcing the Johnson amendment
regarding tax exemption status? Religious institutions, including churches, can effect
change without acting like arms of a political party. How has this been true in the past?
What can the religious community do now?

3. Dr. Martin Luther King understood that defending religious liberty was critical to
protecting civil rights for everyone and that an independent and inclusive church could
be a unifying force for change in the world through social action.

Jesus was anointed to preach good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the
prisoners, and recovery of sight to the blind, to liberate the oppressed and to proclaim
the year of the Lord’s favor. How can we, as members of a faith community, raise our
voices to advocate for our neighbors?



