
Communication 
 
Sharing Jesus one post at a time 
 
The good news of Jesus Christ is a story designed to be shared. Your experience of Jesus 
might be exactly what your neighbor needs to hear. The NJ Synod is committed to helping you 
be the body of Christ in the world by sharing Jesus with everyone in your neighborhood.  
 
Jersey Jottings is the weekly newsletter prepared by the Synod Office. Get the latest news from 
the synod and discover how congregations all over the New Jersey are making a difference.  
Hundreds of people receive this email every week. It’s easy to join: Text JOTTINGS to 22828 to 
get started or visit https://www.njsynod.org/stay-connected  
 
Are you using Social Media? Don’t leave the synod assembly without following the New Jersey 
Synod. You can find us on:  

● Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/NJSynodELCA  
● Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/njsynodelca/  
● Twitter: https://twitter.com/njsynodelca  

 
The NJ Synod is on Youtube. Most weeks, the bishop provides a weekly reflection on Mondays. 
Make sure to subscribe to the channel and view our content at 
https://www.youtube.com/c/NJSynodELCA.  
 
Looking to enhance your congregation’s communication? 
 
The phrase “it was in the church bulletin” reveals the paradox of church communication. We will 
share what we do but that doesn’t mean everyone will hear what we’re saying. There are always 
new ways we can use our gifts to embody the grace of Christ and here are a few tools/thoughts 
available to you. Some are repeated from past reports but others speak to this moment we are 
in.  

1) You are creating content every week. Make sure to share it via a weekly email 
newsletter. We recommend MailChimp at https://mailchimp.com/  

2) Looking to create graphics for social media? Think about using Canva 
(https://www.canva.com) or the app Bible Lens. Canva provides free pro-accounts to 
non-profits (including churches!) To get a pro-account for your church, you will need your 
tax status documentation. You can get that by sending an email to 501c3@elca.org with 
your church’s legal name, full street address and 9-digit Federal Employer Identification 
Number (EIN). The ELCA’s office of the Secretary will send you back 3 pdfs. Combine 
those pdfs into 1 file and use that document to apply for a Canva pro account at 
https://support.canva.com/account-basics/nonprofit-program/apply-for-nonprofit/.  

3) Make sure to reach out to your local community newspapers. Regularly send them 
photos and press releases about what’s happening at your church. Try to send them 
information about upcoming events 3 weeks in advance.  



4) Use the sign on your building and regularly update your message. Instead of being 
sentimental in your message, think about how you can form the faith of the person 
spending 3 seconds driving past your building.  

5) Create a robust permission form to let children be in your photos. Ask permission and let 
parents say no.  

6) Think through the different ways people are interacting with your community. Your 
weekly email newsletter will be viewed on a smartphone so keep it small, advertising 
upcoming events and bite-sized ways to build someone’s faith. Your monthly printed 
newsletter should contain long-term plans and longer faith formation materials. And your 
social media posts should encourage engagement in ways specific to your community 
(i.e. making worship last throughout the week, enhancing your prayer ministry, etc).  

7) Be mindful that not everyone is online. The mail and the phone are powerful tools you 
can use. And if you mail a bulletin and sermon to someone at home, they are worshiping 
with their entire faith community!  

8) You don’t have to be on every app. Focus on doing a few things well and make them 
easily shareable. Make your posts accessible (i.e. add captions to videos) so that it can 
be experienced by as many folks as possible. And post regularly. We are a people of 
new life so we should show that we’re actually alive!   

9) Feel free to copy what others are doing across the country! Reach out to the other 
synods. For example, Virginia Synod has a member of their staff devoted to Digital 
Ministry. A link to them is below.  

 
Have You Looked at Tithe.ly yet? 
The ELCA has partnered with Tithe.ly to help with your online giving, app, and website needs. 
Learn more by visiting https://get.tithe.ly/elca.  
 
Looking to upgrade your communications game? You don’t have to figure these things 
out on your own!  
Here are a few places where you can learn how to use different tools to share your other 
resources that might help your ministry. Here are just a few: 

- Faith-Lead (by Luther Seminary): https://faithlead.luthersem.edu/  
- Parish Resource Center: https://www.prcli.org/  
- Digivangelism: https://digivangelism.org/  
- Virginia Synod: https://vasynod.org/resources/digital-ministry-toolbox/  

 
Need some inspiration? Check out what these communities and people are doing:  

- Instagram: Messiah in Oakland https://www.instagram.com/messiahoaklandnj/, All 
Places Together https://www.instagram.com/allplacestogether/, Messiah in 
Schenectady(NY) https://www.instagram.com/messiahschenectady/  

- Facebook: Living Waters, Ringoes - https://www.facebook.com/adminterry/, Faith in 
Hillsborough https://www.facebook.com/faithlutherannj, Advent in NYC 
https://www.facebook.com/AdventNYC  



- Church website: Calvary, Cranford https://www.calvarycranford.com/, St. Paul East 
Windsor https://www.stpauleastwindsor.org/, Church of the Savior 
https://churchofthesavior-lutheran.org/  

 
Need help with your congregation’s communication? Contact Rev. Marc A. Stutzel at 
pastormarc@clc4u.com. 
 
 
Submitted by Rev. Marc A. Stutzel  
 
 


