Open Your Eyes to the Community Around You

We often arrive at our congregations in automobiles, having passed through several neighborhoods between our house and the church.  What is in between?  What is the neighborhood where our church is located like?  We are collective neighbors, the Body of Christ in that place.  To whom do we relate?  With whom should we be building friendly neighbor relationships?  Are we missing mission opportunities because we have not engaged our neighborhood?


Do a little research.  Become a neighborhood investigator.  Share your findings with other leaders in the congregation.  Pray about the people, the situations, the needs of your congregation’s neighborhood.  Is God calling you into a new ministry?

· Note the date and time of day.  (come back at a different time of day to see if things are different)

· What are the sounds of the neighborhood?  How does it smell?  Note the air quality.

· What are the people doing:  Children?  Adults?  Teens?  Seniors?

· Who is there?  (ELCA race and ethnicity designations are:  African/American, Asian and Pacific Islander, American Indian/Alaska Native, Latino, European/European/American, Arab and Middle Easterner)

· What buildings do you see?  What is their condition?  Where are the vacant spaces?  Describe parks and open spaces.

· What methods of transportation do you see?

· Have a conversation with one of two people on the street.  Find out why they are there.  What do they like, dislike about living in the neighborhood.  What do they know about your congregation?


Study your notes.  What have you learned?  Share this information with you pastor and congregational leaders.  Pray together about how you can turn your knowledge into a ministry adventure:  sharing the love of Jesus for the sake of the world.


Remember you are not alone in this mission endeavor.  The Discipling Team is a resource.  Your colleagues are resources.  The Mission Director and the O Team are resources.  Together we are moving our mission culture to be more nimble, courageous and relevant.
