A Resolution to Encourage Congregational Education and Action to Oppose the Influence of
Christian Nationalism in Faith and Politics.

WHEREAS the political ideology of Christian Nationalism idealizes and advocates a fusion of Christianity with
American civic life, appropriating sacred symbols, interpretation of history, values, and policies, insisting that
they have always and must continue to reflect a narrow interpretation of Christian teachings,' and

WHEREAS Christian Nationalism seeks to place political power only in the hands of Christian Nationalists, at
the expense of foreigners, immigrants, and even native-born Americans who are not believed to belong on racial
and religious grounds,2 and

WHEREAS approximately three in ten Americans are sympathetic to the worldview and agenda of Christian
Nationalism,’ and

WHEREAS although many expressions of Christian Nationalism are not overtly violent, Christian Nationalism
in its most extreme form is closely associated with violent hate groups,* and

WHEREAS the Constitution of the United States is not a religious charter, but rather establishes a secular
system that favors no group among religions,’ and

WHEREAS the gospel of Jesus Christ does not call for the massing of governmental power in His name, but
rather calls those who faithfully follow Christ to love neighbors, welcome foreigners and strangers among us,
care for the needy and powerless, free those oppressed by systems of inequity, and treat all with justice and
mercy,’ and

WHEREAS the association of this nationalist ideology with the language and symbols of Christianity places the
responsibility firmly on Christ’s church to publicly reject this ideology as heresy and to work to oppose its
influence in both the church and the public square.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that all congregations of the New Jersey Synod are encouraged to
provide educational opportunities exploring the theological errors and the political dangers contained within the
Christian Nationalism movement.

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all congregations of the New Jersey Synod are encouraged to seek to
advocate at the local level (school boards and town council deliberations) to protect the witness of the gospel by
maintaining separation of church and state in local policies and by opposing implementation of Christian
Nationalist policy goals.

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Anti-Racism Team of the New Jersey Synod shall provide
educational resources and be available to assist congregations in their educational and advocacy efforts.

Adopted by the New Jersey Synod Assembly, May 30, 2026
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