
Go and…! 
July 28, 2022



Agenda
- Theme of the day –  Share the Story  
- Spiritual practices – Dwelling in the Word and sharing our 

faith and congregational stories  
- Story sharing – The Rev. Marc Stutzel 
- Story Matters and Communication as Ministry 



LET US PRAY 



•No Longer Welcoming 

• Bite Size Piece's: 

• Month 1:  “my church”

• Month 2:  “my church is __________”

• Month 3:  Think and talk about one thing we do 
well

• Month 4:  Invite one person to something going on

• Month 5:  Invite one person to worship



Dwelling in the Word - Habakkuk 2:1-3 (The Message) 
1What’s God going to say to my questions? I’m braced for the 
worst.
    I’ll climb to the lookout tower and scan the horizon.
I’ll wait to see what God says,
    how he’ll answer my complaint.

2-3 And then GOD answered: “Write this.
    Write what you see.
Write it out in big block letters
    so that it can be read on the run.
This vision-message is a witness
    pointing to what’s coming.
It aches for the coming—it can hardly wait!
    And it doesn’t lie.
If it seems slow in coming, wait.
    It’s on its way. It will come right on time. 



What do you think 
is God’s vision, 
hope, and future for 
your congregation?  

Habakkuk 2:2
And then GOD answered: 
“Write this.
    Write what you see.
Write it out in big block 
letters
so that it can be read on the 
run.

This vision-message is a 
witness
    pointing to what’s 
coming.



A PERSONAL FAITH STORY AND IT’S 
RELATION WITH A BIBLICAL STORY 

◼What is your faith story? 
◼Who are we and how did we get here?  
◼Why do you keep going to church? 
◼What’s our vocation and faith journey? 
◼Is there a biblical story that fits your journey?  



CONGREGATION STORY AND 
                                          BIBLICAL STORY 

◼How might a practice of the 
congregation fit in a biblical narrative?
◼What is the one thing that identifies 

the story of your congregation, and 
how could you nurture it? 



Faith Lutheran Church, Hillsborough 





WHAT CAUGHT 
YOUR 
ATTENTION IN 
THIS 
CONVERSATION? 

WHAT IS YOUR 
CONGREGATION 
PASSIONATE 
ABOUT? 



A Practice that 
Transforms Us

The Rev. Marc Stutzel   

Pastor at Christ Lutheran Church, Woodcliff Lake

Story Matters and Communication as a Ministry 



Resources:  
1) Story_Matters_Final.pdf (elca.org) 
2) The Social Media Gospel 
3) Our Congregation Story Matters – Naming God’s 
Presence and Activity Over Time (document)

https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Story_Matters_Final.pdf?_ga=2.144575292.844217357.1658980291-297373767.1553608656


Sending 



Join us for our next virtual gathering on Zoom
 August 25, 2022 @ 7 p.m.  

    Pray     Listen  

Be with &
Love Neighbors

Try Something

Serve & WitnessMeet new People

God is cracking open the Church to go and…



Thank you! 


