Quotes for Reflection & Challenge

Instructions: Consider the quotes below in reference to (the definition of
Patriotism vs. Nationalism OR the definition of Christian Nationalism) and
share your responses to the following questions:

How does this relate to your own experience of Christian faith?
What warnings do these quotations offer about the lure of
associating Christianity and American identity too closely?

Charles deGaulle

“Patriotism is when love of your own people comes first. Nationalism is when hate for people
other than your own comes first.”

The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton, former presiding bishop of the ELCA:

“...as Americans, we value our system of government and the good that can be accomplished in
our constitutional democracy. Today, we are concerned about a persistent threat to both our
religious communities and our democracy—Christian Nationalism.”

Pastor and theologian Gregory Boyd, author of The Myth of a Christian Nation:

“We find Christian Nationalism abhorrent, not because we lack appreciation for the privilege of
living in the Unites States and the ideas to which our country aspires, but because we are
Christians who see its devastating effects on the body of Christ. If we truly believe that Jesus is
the Lord of lords and God is sovereign over all the nations, then the ideology of Christian
Nationalism must be false. We want to see Christians get their priorities straight. We believe
the future of both the Church and the nation depends on it. May God bless not a single country
but all of creation. Amen”

ELCA Social Statement on Faith and Civic Life: Section 1, Article 2

“The Scriptures teach that all power arises from God and that God’s purpose is shalom, the
well-being of all creation. For human beings, this means that all our activity is accountable to
God’s power and purpose and that no earthly power should replace God as the aim of our trust
and worship”



