
Constitution W
orkshop

October 6, 2025  |  7:30 PM



Your Constitution
•

W
hen w

as it last revised?
•

Is it in a W
ord docum

ent?
•

Does it reference years starting w
ith 19__?

Chances are, it’s tim
e to revise 

your Congregation’s Constitution



ELCA M
odel Constitution for Congregations

•
Every congregation’s constitution M

UST
be in com

pliance w
ith the 

current M
odel Constitution for Congregations

•
M

odel Constitution can only be m
odified by the action of a 

Churchw
ide Assem

bly and ratified at the subsequent CW
A

•
Every three years new

 required and recom
m

ended provisions 
com

e follow
ing CW

A



2025 Churchw
ide Assem

bly
2025

M
odelConstitution

forCongregations

Your Constitution needs to be updated!



w
w

w.elca.org/About/Churchw
ide/Office-of-the-Secretary

Google: ELCA Secretary
or







2025 Am
endm

ents and Rationales







Required Provisions

M
arked w

ith * 
M
UST

be printed 
exactly as in 
M

odel Constitution
including the *



Recom
m

ended Provisions
These are recom

m
ended by the ELCA but NOT required



Local Congregation Decisions
In som

e cases a decision 
from

 am
ong several options 

M
UST be m

ade 
by the local congregation

Choose ONE



Another 
exam

ple of local 
decision needed

Choose ONE 
from

 am
ong the 

options



The Church vs. this church



This congregation &
 the congregation

NEVER the church
NEVER this church
NEVER our church



For M
ac: W

ord--Tools



1) Select: 
TRACK CHANGES

2) Select:
COM

PARE 
DOCUM

ENTS



Original 
Docum

ent:
M

odel 
Constitution for 
Congregations

Revised 
Docum

ent:
YOUR 

Congregation’s 
Constitution



For W
indow

s: W
ord--Review



Review
 your “Com

pared Docum
ent” 

against the M
odel Constitution



Bylaw
s and Continuing Resolutions

One Unified Docum
ent: Constitution, Bylaw

s, (Continuing Resolutions)

•
Bylaw

s give further specification and detail in how
 the congregation w

ill enact the 
constitution/function as an institution in the local context

•
Bylaw

s are inserted after their relevant Constitutional Provision
•

Bylaw
s are codified using the relevant Constitutional Provision codification then 

adding tw
o-digit sequential num

erals follow
ed by a dot.

i.e. C10.01. is the Constitutional provisions for an Annual M
eeting of the Congregation

A related Bylaw
 m

ight be: This congregation shall hold it’s annual m
eeting of the congregation on a Sunday 

in the m
onth of January. 

The Bylaw
 w

ould codified as: C10.01.01.



Bylaw
s and Continuing Resolutions

One Unified Docum
ent: Constitution, Bylaw

s, (Continuing Resolutions)

•
Continuing Resolutions are m

eant to offer further definition and detail 
for function as an institution

•
Continuing Resolutions are m

eant to be frequently review
ed, revised, 

and adopted/rem
oved 

•
Continuing Resolutions are placed after their relevant Constitutional 
Provision and/or Bylaw

•
Continuing Resolutions are codified using the relevant Constitutional 
Provision or Bylaw

 using alphabetical listing follow
ed by the tw

o-digit 
year the Continuing Resolution w

as adopted, such as C10.01.A25 or 
C10.01.01.A25



M
OTION: To bring [nam

e of congregation] congregation 
constitution into conform

ity and com
pliance w

ith all required 
provisions of the M

odel Constitution for Congregations.



You really can do this!
W

e’re here to help.
secretary@

njsynod.org


