
Facilitator Notes – Congregational Discussion(s) on Christian 
Nationalism 

[Depending on the amount of time available, the number of participants, whether the group is 
familiar with each other, and the intensity level of the content, this guide may need to be 
modified or expanded. 

The goals are to: 

·   ​ Set expectations for learning & civility. 
·   ​ Engage participants on a personal level in the discussion. 
·   ​ Provide all participants with at least a clear understanding of how the term 
Christian Nationalism is defined, and how to recognize it and its dangers.] 

Welcome steps 

·       Hand out name tags. (if appropriate to group) 
·       Begin by asking someone to volunteer to be a notetaker. 

o   Define if the notes will be used to memorialize the learnings of the meeting in 
writing only, or summarize to the larger group at the end of the session. 
o   Agree with group on whether or not to include personal identifiers linked to 
quotes/ stories from the discussion. 

·       Create a community contract for group guidelines (see “Ground Rules for Ensuring a 
Civil Conversation) 

Icebreaker / engagement 

·       Ask each individual their name, what (if any) faith community they belong to, what 
drew them to this discussion and what they hope to get out of it. 

o   Note – it is generally wise to limit introductions to “one sentence” in order to 
avoid the step absorbing a large amount of the time allotted for the session. 

OR 

·       Invite each participant to locate themselves on a scale of 1-10 (1= personal faith & 
politics completely unrelated; 10=personal faith & politics essentially identical). 

o   Invite to share number and why. Focus on identifying expectations about what 
is and is not appropriate in terms of influence between the two kinds of 
commitments. 

Choose an approach to introduce a foundational understanding of Christian Nationalism 

Option 1: The difference between Patriotism and Nationalism 

o   Patriotism generally has a positive connotation. It’s used for various positive 
sentiments, attitudes, and actions involving loving one’s country and serving the 
great good of all its people. 
o   Nationalism generally has a negative connotation. It’s used for political 
ideologies and movements which profess a more extreme and exclusionary love 



of one’s country—at the expense of foreigners, immigrants, and even people in a 
country who aren’t believed to belong in some way, often on racial and religious 
grounds. 
o   Invite reflection on how defining America as “A Christian Nation” might tend 
toward Nationalist, rather than Patriotic expression. 

Option 2: Christian Nationalism Basic Definition: 

·       Andrew Whitehead defines Christian Nationalism as an ideology that idealizes and 
advocates a fusion of Christianity with American civic life.  It contends that America has 
been and always should be a Christian nation and appropriates sacred symbols, 
self-identity, interpretation of history, values, and policies, insisting that they have always 
and must continue to reflect Christian teachings. 
·       Invite “first impressions” on: 

o   Is this something you recognize either from your own faith history, or ideas 
expressed in the larger culture? 
o   What might the dangers of such an ideology be? 

Option 3: Christian Nationalism on a Spectrum [For more intensive, multi-session studies] 

·       Introduce Whitehead’s definition of Christian Nationalism (above) 
·       Explain Whitehead and Perry’s categories regarding adherence to Christian 
nationalism. 

o   Rejectors: People who explicitly recognize Christian Nationalism as a problem 
and work actively to disrupt its message and efforts. 
o   Resisters: People who disagree with much of the ideology of Christian 
Nationalism or its consequences, but may not feel the need to actively disrupt its 
operation. 
o   Accommodators: People who sympathize with many of the basic claims of 
Christian Nationalism, although they may be less comfortable with some of the 
more extreme goals of the movement. 
o   Ambassadors: Whole-hearted Christian Nationalists who actively pursue the 
goals of the movement. 

·       Invite participants to place themselves on this spectrum and/or share any ways in 
which they have “moved” on the spectrum. 

 


