The Jehu Jones Mission
The NJ Synod Bishop’s Challenge 2021-22
Faith responds to
our National
Moment…
During the summer of 2020,
protests erupted around the
world calling for racial justice.
Where does the church stand amid
all the rancor? How does our faith
in the reconciling love of Jesus
Christ inspire us in our baptismal
promise to “strive for justice and
peace in all the earth?” (ELW, 237)
In the 2021-22 New Jersey Synod
Bishop’s Challenge, Bishop Tracie
Bartholomew invites NJ Lutheran
congregations to educate ourselves
on the issues, accept our responsibility to respond in faith, and work to
address racial inequity and injustice in our world.

The Jehu Jones Story:
The Rev. Jehu Jones was ordained in 1832 as the first
Black Lutheran Pastor in the US. He purchased two plots in
Philadelphia—at $375 each—for a building for his growing

AWARENESS

ACCEPTANCE

ACTION

learn about the
history of
uncompensated loss
in Black American
history

recognize this legacy
as responsible for
ongoing disparities
and injustice today

Accept the Challenge
to raise $375 for a fund
to support African
American emerging
leaders
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Examples of
Uncompensated Loss

1839

Unable to raise support
among leaders of the
Pennsylvania Lutheran
Synod, the Rev. Jehu
Jones loses the
mortgage on his Black
congregation’s building
1890’s-

Rise of Jim Crow laws to
disenfranchise and
remove economic gains
made by Blacks during
Reconstruction
1921

Tulsa, OK riots wipe out
vibrant Black area of city,
a major setback for
Tulsa’s Black population.
1944-1956

The GI Bill failed to
compensate Black
veterans of WWII the
same as Whites.
1950 - today

Redlining used by
lenders to restrict Black
ownership in certain
areas of American cities

Black congregation. Jones lost the mortgage
after his Synod refused to rescue the project.
Even after calling him to ministry and
commending him for his service, the Synod
refused to support him. Will you help your
congregation to buy back a plot for Pastor
Jones’ church, at $375 a plot?

In the Bishop’s
Challenge Plan,
we as a synod are being challenged to…
—have conversations about race, (specifically
the African American experience) in our
congregations and become more aware of our
history;
—commit to following the Bishop’s Challenge
schedule of synod-wide events over the next
year;
—help raise $50,000 to support the lives of
emerging leaders of African descent in our
church today;
—consider confession and lamentation for the
uncompensated loss that underpins the African
American experience in the US;
—help to create a better future for all by being
a part of Christ’s Beloved Community.

Photo of the cornerstone of the original building built
by Jones for his congregation. The building is
currently the Mask and Wig Club of Philadelphia.
Image at SEPenn Synod’s “ministrylink.org".

large quilt and presented to the Bishop at the
2022 Synod Assembly. The quilt will then hang
in the Synod office. All funds raised will support
educational opportunities for emerging leaders
of African descent, including (but not limited
to) internships, camp, and international travel
and will be administered through the NJ Synod.

For a donation of $375 or more, each
congregation will receive a quilt square, which
represents a congregation’s commitment to
growing in awareness and moving toward
action in Christian love. Congregations will
send in their quilt squares to be combined in a

Quilt squares will be assembled into
one large quilt, symbolizing our faith
response and witness as Christ’s church
in our time.

HERE’S HOW TO GET STARTED…
Go to the NJ Synod website, njsynod.org, to
find out more about the history behind this
legacy, to see the schedule of events over
the next year, and find information about
decorating and sending in your
congregation’s donation and quilt square.
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